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Biodiversity under concerted attack in Brazil
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Brazil harbours the planet’s greatest biodiversity, but President Bolsonaro’s administration is
undermining advances in environmental conservation achieved during the last decades. Just to cite
some examples, the federal government has withdrawn the offer to host the next Conference of the
Parties on Climate Change, legalized pesticides prohibited in other countries and dismantled federal
environmental protection agencies. In view of these kickbacks, 602 European scientists and two
indigenous organizations recently argued that Europe should make trade with Brazil sustainable (1).
The greatest threat so far is a bill in discussion by the Senate to eliminate the Legal Reserve
requirement from the 2012 Native Vegetation Protection Law (2). Currently, with some exceptions,
Legal Reserves are required to maintain forest and/or non-forest native vegetation cover on at least 50
to 80% of every property in the Amazon, 20 to 35% in the Cerrado savannas, and 20% in remaining
regions. If passed, this bill will likely trigger swift and irreparable biodiversity losses in Brazil and
jeopardise climate change mitigation efforts.

For political leaders of the rural sector supporting this bill, encroaching on native vegetation is a
convenient way to boost agricultural production, mainly of beef and soybean that are mainstays of
Brazil’s floundering economy. However, improving productivity on already converted land could well
meet demands for several decades without reducing native vegetation (3). Furthermore, Brazil's
economic dependence on commaodities is worrisome as commaodity dependent countries usually have
lower human development indices (4).

Against all reason, scientific evidence is being systematically disregarded by the hegemonic group
holding power in Brazil (5), with likely long-lasting catastrophic impacts on biodiversity and society.
For the sake of environment security, further engagement between scientists and policy-makers is
urgently needed to demonstrate the role of Legal Reserves in maintaining essential ecosystem services
that benefit farmers, society and the Brazilian economy in the long term.
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